
Nested Model of Sustainability (Three Dependency Model) 
 

Remember: The environment is finite (meaning there is a limit) and this circle cannot get any 

bigger. The following is a balanced model of sustainability.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Define the following and give examples of each: 

Environment: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Society: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Economy:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Many people would argue that today the economy circle is larger, and the diagram looks like the 

following: The following is an unbalanced model of Sustainability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. How does the Nested Model of Sustainability relate to water, forestry and mining? Use specific 

examples from previous assignments.   

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



2. How does the Nested Model of Sustainability relate to the article on “The Next Pandemic is Already 

Coming”? Use specific Examples.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 


